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BROAD STREET STORIES

NEW TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR SCREENWRITERS IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

Funded by Screen West Midlands and the UK FILM COUNCIL through the Lottery, BROAD STREET STORIES is a training programme that will help sixteen screenwriters develop a short film idea and offer four of them the chance to work as part of a team that develops these ideas into a multi-strand feature length script by late Spring 2004.

Broad Street Stories is a unique opportunity for West Midlands-based writers to pool their ideas and talents to capture the vibrancy of contemporary life in the heartlands of the UK.  Each writer selected for Stage One of the programme will benefit from expert teaching on the short film form as well as the chance to hone their script through one-to-one development with a script editor.  The four writers then selected for Stage Two will continue to explore their ideas in an ambitious and exciting collaborative project overseen by BAFTA-nominated director, Michael Baig Clifford.    

Public Launch

The programme will be launched on Sunday 21 September with a Short Film Masterclass from 1-2.30pm at MAC Arts Centre, Cannon Hill Park, Birmingham. Kicking off with screenings of several award-winning British short films including Bouncer starring Ray Winstone and the Turner Classic Shorts winner, Je t’aime John Wayne, the event will also include a panel debate between filmmakers, film programmers and developers about what kinds of story ideas work best for the short form. Panellists include Mark Cosgrove, Head of Exhibition at Watershed Media Centre in Bristol, which hosts Brief Encounters, one of the world’s top short film festivals; BBC Four’s Pamela Casey who also has many years of experience in short film programming and development with Atom Films and the UK FILM COUNCIL; and Michael Baig Clifford, director of Bouncer and Brown Paper Bag, which premiered in August at the 57th Edinburgh International Film Festival. The full line up for this event will be posted at www.scriptfactory.co.uk as it is confirmed. Tickets for the event cost £3 and can be purchased through the MAC Box Office on 0121 440 3838.

While this Short Film Masterclass is open to everyone, writers and filmmakers in the audience will have the opportunity to quiz the experts about what qualities make a short film great, and gain inspiration for their own short film treatment ideas and/or scripts which are to be submitted by Wednesday 22 October 2003.  From these submissions, we will be selecting 16 writers to take part in the development and training programme detailed below.
Programme Outline

Stage One: Sixteen writers will be selected to participate in two Script Factory workshops.   The first workshop, on Saturday 15 November, will consider what can be achieved within a ten-minute short and guide participants in developing their idea as effectively as possible.  Writers will then have the opportunity to redraft their screenplay before attending a second workshop on Saturday 13 December for a one-on-one surgery session on their script by an experienced script developer. 

After submitting a second redraft, four writers will be selected to continue to Stage Two.  

Stage Two:  Starting with a workshop on multi-strand film narratives on Saturday 21 February 2004, the four selected writers will embark on a process of working collaboratively to develop a feature script that will reflect the West Midlands urban experience in all its diversity.   The first treatment will be completed by April 2004.   

All workshops will be held in a central Birmingham location.   

The Brief for Short Film Ideas 

The project is entitled Broad Street Stories, and takes its inspiration from the main entertainment drag of shops, bars and restaurants in Birmingham.  The project aims to explore the way people work, play, relate, love and dream within this contemporary urban setting.  As the title suggests, we expect the range of stories to be ‘broad’; and whilst there are no restrictions on what you can write about it, we are looking for narratives that can eventually combine together to create a multi-strand story, so the drama needs to be loosely realistic (i.e. no aliens please!).   The story does not need to be set within Broad Street itself, but it must be set in a high street area within the West Midlands. 

Writers are asked to submit either a one-page outline of your idea for a short film, detailing the setting, the characters, synopsis or what happens to the characters over the course of the film, and an indication of the tone of the piece, or alternatively, you may submit a completed short film script of no longer than 10 pages.
How to Apply

To apply for Broad Street Stories you will need to complete and sign an application form (available to download at www.scriptfactory.co.uk) and send it together with two copies of your script or outline and two copies of your current CV to:

Broad Street Stories

The Script Factory

Welbeck House

66/67 Wells Street

London W1T 3PY

Along with your application you must include an administration fee of £5 in a cheque made payable to The Script Factory.   We are unable to process applications without this fee.   

If you would like receipt of your application to be acknowledged, please include a stamped addressed postcard.  Successful applicants will be notified by phone on Friday 7 November.    All other applicants will be notified by Friday 14 November.

You may enter more than one idea, but a separate application is required for each.   We are unable to receive applications via email.   

Only writers based in the West Midlands region are eligible for this programme.

The deadline for applications is 5pm on Wednesday 22 October.   Due to the tight turnaround before the programme starts, this is a strict deadline and late applications will not be considered.

Key Dates

Short Film Masterclass 

Sunday 21 September

Deadline for Applications

Wednesday 22 October

Successful Applicants notified
Friday 7 November

1st Workshop



Saturday 15 November

2nd Workshop



Saturday 13 December

3rd Workshop



Saturday 21 February
*Please ensure that you are available to attend the workshop days before applying for this programme.

The Rights to the Story Ideas

Please note that the issue of rights is only significant to you if your project is selected. Once it has been selected the rights are licensed to Screen West Midlands. This simply means that your original ideas developed through the Broad Street Stories project, they may be used in the feature screenplay so long as you receive a story credit on screen. This is a non-exclusive agreement, which means that you are also free to exploit your own material in any other media, including developing it into a feature.

The reason that Screen West Midlands are taking a license in the rights in the material is because they are making a significant investment in you, firstly by selecting you for this project and of course, through the delivery of training and workshops.

Getting an on-screen writer credit will serve you well at the beginning of your career and the licensing agreement is designed to benefit you, and not to exploit you in any way. If you are still worried about this, please do call The Script Factory on 020 7323 1414.

Further Information

If you require any further information on this programme or have any questions, please contact: Justine Hart at The Script Factory on 020 7323 1414 or email Justine@scriptfactory.co.uk.
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