Diploma in Script Development - NFTS & The Script Factory:  2009 UK Film Council Screenwriter Diversity Bursary Scheme

Introduction

The Script Factory is delighted to announce a new partnership in 2009 with the UK Film Council to offer up to five new learning bursaries of up to £500 each towards the course fees for the Diploma in Script Development for aspiring screenwriters with the potential to succeed in this field.  The lack of diversity in the UK film industry is unacceptably out of step with the diversity of Britain today, and we recognise that writers from Black, Asian and minority ethnic backgrounds and writers with disabilities are particularly underrepresented, and we are keen to encourage those voices to be heard.

Purpose 

As part of our commitment to promote the development and growth of this talent, we have created this new bursary scheme to encourage applications and to support the training and development of promising screenwriters from ethnically and socially diverse backgrounds, to achieve greater diversity in the film industry.

Process

Please signify on your application if you wish to be considered for a 2009 UK Film Council Screenwriter Diversity Bursary, and complete the relevant personal statement section (maximum 250 words).  Priority will be given to students who see their future career as a screenwriter in the UK, and are able to demonstrate commitment to working in, and contributing to the UK screen industry after completing their studies.

If your application for a place on the Diploma in Script Development is successful, The Script Factory will simultaneously place all bursary applicants in rank order of talent and potential based on application forms and personal supporting statements, and on that basis will offer up to five individual bursary awards.  The award of the 2009 bursaries will be approved by UK Film Council’s Diversity team.

In 2009, the number of bursaries will be limited to five awards.  So in the event that your application for a bursary award is unsuccessful, The Script Factory may still consider your application and make an offer of a place, at regular course fees.

The Award

If you are awarded a bursary you will be asked to confirm in writing, that you consent to details of your award being publicised by the UK Film Council, including on the UK Film Council website and included in any press release.  You will be required to provide short reports about your progress on the Diploma course at monthly intervals.  Failure to attend or complete the course may result in a request to repay bursary monies awarded

Any questions?

For more information please contact lucy@scriptfactory.co.uk
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