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Georgina Abrahams
I established Friday Productions, which made one of the first co-productions between the BBC and an independent company. The December Rose won a silver medal at the New York International Film and Television Festival and sold in thirty countries. Other television productions included Goggle Eyes and Harnessing Peacocks, both of which I produced. Goggle Eyes won the Writer’s Guild award and Peacocks won the silver and the gold nymph at the Monte Carlo television festival. Both sold well internationally.

Since then, I have developed some feature film projects while simultaneously building up a property company which does property development and management.

I took the Diploma course to improve both my understanding of scripts and my ability to contribute to their improvement. I hope to put this to use in developing my own film projects and also in working with other producers and writers.

Julian Beattie

Julian worked in production for several years as an Assistant Director on numerous feature film and TV productions before enrolling in the Script Development Diploma. Working on many UK productions, he noticed that the quality of writing that many producers were willing to go ahead with was quite low, and that there was plenty of opportunity to get out into the Industry and help UK writers make the best of their scripts.

Julian is currently working as a script reader and also developing several feature projects with ambitious writers and producers who are looking to push the boundaries and constraints of the UK Industry. He is looking to gain as much experience as possible working with new and established writers, with an aim towards getting a position within a major development department, and then furthering his career in America.

Caryl Benée
Caryl studied Drama and English at the University of Kent at Canterbury and graduated with an MPhil in Playwriting Studies from the University of Birmingham, before further specialising in Script Development at the NFTS.   

She began her professional career in the TV industry at PACT before moving on to All3Media and talkbackTHAMES, where she now works.  In addition to her current role, Caryl works as a freelance script reader for Projector Pictures, Hillbilly Films and is also part of an exciting new high-profile project focussing on women in film.

Caryl is passionate about storytelling and is committed to seeking out and developing new writing talent.  She is currently collaborating with a number of emerging writers on a range of original and innovative projects.

Brenda Brady

Brenda Brady spent the early part of her career working with Polygram Diversified Entertainment, New York, including music TV projects such as Woodstock ’94, U2: Live from Sydney, Verve 50th Anniversary, The Elvis Tribute and Broadway’s Victor, Victoria, starring Julie Andrews.

Changing direction into film, Brenda completed the MA in Screenwriting and Production at the University of Westminster, London,  in December 2008, followed by the NFTS/Script Factory Diploma in Script Development in December 2009.  Along the way, she picked up experience working on The Devil’s Wedding (Dan Cadan, 2007), Filth and Wisdom (Madonna, 2007) and Finkle’s Odyssey (Barney Clay, 2006).

Brenda has several projects in development, both as writer and script editor.  These include a feature screenplay, a TV drama series and short films.

Shenagh Cameron 
Shenagh is a professional writer, currently co-writing a sit-com for television and adapting a critically-acclaimed biography into a feature length film.
After working as an actress, she came up as a writer through the Royal Court Writers group and succeeded in winning the prestigious Alfred Fagon Award for her first play.  She then became writer in residence/literary manager for the Tricycle theatre and was short-listed for the Verity Bargate award. She has had plays performed on BBC Radio 4 and at the Latitude Festival, and The Tricycle Theatre.  She was also nominated for ‘the 50’, a joint scheme run by the BBC Writer’s Room and the Royal Court Theatre.  Shenagh has also taught dramatic writing to various young people’s groups including BBC Blast.

Shenagh will use the skills gained on the diploma course to write, develop and produce projects and undertake freelance script editing.
 

Joanna Crow

Joanna runs a script consultancy, a ‘one-stop shop’ offering help with the development and the packaging of scripts for finance and beyond. The consultancy specialises in script development, scheduling and budgeting as well as offering training in EP software.  Clients include the BBC (consulting on Tess and the International Emmy-winning Little Dorrit), ITV, Kudos, Mammoth Screen and various independents.  Training courses Joanna set up in EP Scheduling and Budgeting won significant funding from Skillset to help subsidise costs for freelancers.

With 15 years experience as an Assistant Director in Film and Television Drama, Joanna has worked on many productions including the Oscar-nominated Finding Neverland, the BAFTA-winning The Long Firm, and BAFTA and International Emmy-winning dramas Life on Mars and Criminal Justice.

Joanna is inspired by her deep love of story. The Script Development Diploma added to her range of skills and experience and is acting as a springboard into her career as an Independent Producer. She welcomes scripts and inquiries from creatives looking for a Producer.

Orla Cunnane

Since successfully completing the Script Development course, Orla has taken up a post at Aardman Animations, where she is working as an assistant in the Feature Development department.
Jasmine El Mulki

Jasmine produced her first short documentary in 2004 as part of an MA in Cultural Studies, at Goldsmith’s. After a stint as Senior Fundraiser for Southwark TV, she joined the BritDoc team for the first documentary festival in 2006. Having produced 19 news features as a broadcast journalist in Switzerland, she worked at Palladio Films on award-winning feature documentary Nobody is Perfect. Moving into the interactive world she joined London-based Sound Direction Company Somethin’Else to assist the BBC online music reviews commissioner and manage the production of the BBC Africa Beyond website. She later became Senior Sound Producer on seven Buzz! Quiz Show games for Sony’s PS2, PS3 and PSP, producing and directing talents such as Jason Donovan and Colin McFarlane.  In 2008, she joined BreakThru Films as Associate Producer, working on animation and live action projects and managing European distribution. 
 
In May 2009, Jasmine joined multi award-winning animation and documentary producers Chocolate Moose Media to direct their European operations from Geneva. 
 
Laura Giles

Laura began her career in corporate event and video production, before moving into account management at M&C Saatchi. She then became Operations Director of a small communications agency.

After a full-time MBA at Cranfield, where she met her producing partner Francine Heywood, Laura became a freelance marketing and communications consultant while at the same time pursuing a career in film. She embarked on the Script Development Diploma to hone her creative skills to help select and develop projects that would appeal to cast, crew, financiers and audience.

Laura has produced three shorts through the UK Film Council Digital Shorts and Completion Fund programmes: Unborn (dir. Justin Trefgarne), Touched By a Stranger (dir. Derek Boyes) and Stranded (dir. Martin Malone). She has recently earned her first feature credit as producer for award-winning documentary Sons of Cuba.

Laura has several narrative and documentary features in development and is looking forward to applying her learning to move these towards production.

Maxine Gordon

After working in television production for several years, where I produced documentaries for C4 (Electric Avenue, BAFTA-nominated The Hip Hop Years and Pump Up the Volume), BBC2 (The Story of Jamaican Music) - as well live music shows (Trevor Nelson’s Urban Choice) and a 2-year stint in the USA working for Granada/Discovery - I was keen to shift my TV experience into film.  

I opted to take the Script Development course after informally developing scripts for budding writers who suggested I should pursue this professionally. I feel coming from a strong documentary background, which also involved initiating programme ideas and developing TV formats, has allowed me to be party to so many untold stories that I feel are yet to be explored in film; this has undoubtedly helped me to see the potential in scripts and acquire the skills to help develop their stories.  I am keen to work either within a film production company or independently and hope to bring a fresh and unique perspective to the industry. 

Karol Griffiths

During her fifteen years in the industry, Karol has worked in theatre, television and feature films.  She began her career in Chicago working with the highly respected Steppenwolf Theatre Company.  She left there to study at Yale Drama School and graduated with an MFA.  After University, she worked in New York for Circle Films with the Coen Brothers.  She has worked on many L.A. based prime time TV shows (Just Shoot Me, Roseanne, Friends) and numerous feature films (The Hudsucker Proxy, Under Suspicion, The Last Supper, Nights in Rodanthe).  

Since her move to the UK, Karol has begun working for a small London-based production company. She is currently developing scripts and is on track to becoming a producer.

The NFTS/Script Factory script development course gave Karol first-hand experience of the inner workings of the UK film industry, and introduced her to local talent.  She is grateful for the opportunity and is confident that the program has enhanced her skills substantially, and will contribute to any success she has with future projects.

Max Hochrad
Max started his working life in the music industry and then moved across to television, working originally for Endemol in Europe. At the same time, he also started to produce and direct music videos; it was through this work that he started to develop short film scripts. Max has now directed four short films, three of which he wrote as well. The two most recent films, The Cost of Living and Life is a Circus, have been exhibited worldwide. 
Working on short films led to ambitions of developing feature film projects and Max has two scripts currently under development. Building on the work completed for the development diploma course, Max hopes to broaden his career by working as a script developer as well as enhancing his own writing work.

Jessica Loveland

Following a BA (Hons) degree in English Literature at Trinity College, Dublin, I took a Master’s in Film and Television Production at Bristol University. During this time a short film I wrote was produced as one of four dissertation films and my passion for screenwriting was firmly established.

I am currently working as a script reader for Kaos Films and the British Feature Screenplay Competition (BFSC). At the moment I am working closely with the winning writer of the 2009 BFSC to develop the script The Legend of New York Pizza; production is scheduled to start in summer 2010. I am also writing a comedy/drama script based on a true story set in India and London about a plot to assassinate Churchill.

For the past three years I have been working as a gambling policy analyst, advising government on casino sector policy. However, my ultimate goal is to work full-time as a script editor and I am establishing myself in the industry by working on a freelance basis. The Script Development Diploma has trained me in invaluable analytical skills and I look forward to nurturing relationships within the industry and undertaking more script editing work.
Preethi Mavahalli
Preethi began her career in the theatre and went on to produce several plays including a number of new writing pieces whilst studying for a degree in Modern History at Oxford University. She made the move into the film industry when she was awarded a scholarship to study at the Film Business Academy. 
After working on a number of short films, and undertaking internships in development and distribution, Preethi began to work as a freelance script reader. She joined Film London in 2008 to work on Microwave, the first innovative micro-budget feature film scheme in the UK. She works across the slate of films from development through to exhibition. Recent releases have included Mum & Dad and the multi award-winning Shifty. 
Preethi continues to work as a freelance developer and is currently working on a number of short and feature film projects with up-and-coming writers. 
Shelley A. McLaren

Shelley McLaren is a writer and Speech and Language Therapist-turned Script Developer. After coming to the UK from Australia and working in her first career for the NHS with children with speech and language difficulties, she took increasing steps to move into a story-oriented career. A few short films and documentaries later, with some minor stints in assistant editing and producing for Red Brick Pictures (including a great trip to Cannes) she embarked on the NFTS/Script Factory Script Development Diploma. Shelley thrived in this small, eclectic group and particularly enjoyed the final development project with talented writer, Nicola Kelly. She has just been accepted to study at the Australian Film, Television and Radio School in Sydney on a 2-year Graduate Diploma of Screenwriting. Shelley hopes to keep in touch with fellow writers and developers in the UK and hopefully embark on some exciting British/Australian projects in the future. 

Jeremy Routledge

Jeremy is a Development Producer. After a drama degree at Bristol University, he worked as a freelance TV editor, then as a director on pop promos, drama and TV documentaries.  In 2003 he joined Bristol production company, Calling The Shots, and developed the company’s talent development slate, going on to produce over 30 short fiction films with new film makers for BBC3, BBC4 and the UK Film Council.

The NFTS/Script Factory Script Development course is a perfect staging post into longer fiction and Jeremy is now developing several feature films as well as a film drama scheme aimed at young talent across Europe. Jeremy is a founder member of the Encounters Young Person’s Film Festival and is both a BFI Associate Tutor and University Of The West Of England Visiting Lecturer. 
William Stanbridge 
Will had been writing scripts for a number of years as well as reading them for companies like FilmFour, Talkback Thames and Vertigo Entertainment before he decided to brush up on his story development skills on the NFTS / Script Factory Script Development Diploma course. He currently works as a researcher for Raw Television, where he has worked on the award winning docu-drama Locked-Up Abroad for the National Geographic Channel and he writes and develops his own film and documentary projects in his spare time.

Tom Stuart

Tom Stuart has spent seven years working in Location Management and has recently completed the Script Development Diploma with The Script Factory and NFTS. 

His first short film as producer was Road Kill, nominated by numerous festivals including Best Newcomer at Rushes Soho Shorts. His next short was Masters of the Universe, selected by both Virgin Media Shorts and the London Short Film Festival. His most recent short stars Natalie Press and Struan Rodger and is as yet untitled. In 2008 he set up Asalva Films with writer-director Will Kenning to produce original comedy and drama.

Maya Thomas

Maya started her career in film and television as an assistant at the Writers & Director's agency Sayle Screen. While working there, she met and subsequently went to work for documentary filmmaker Stephen Walker and his producing partner Sally George at their newly created production company, Walker George Films. Joining as a researcher in 2007, she spent the next two-and-a-half years working on both development and production projects, including Brothers & Sisters in Love (ITV 1); George Melly's Last Stand (BBC 2), and the award-winning Cutting Edge documentary A Boy Called Alex (Channel 4). In 2009 Maya worked as Assistant Producer on her final project for Walker George Films, the critically acclaimed Alex: A Passion for Life (the follow-up to A Boy Called Alex). She is currently taking some time off to learn Greek and have her first proper holiday in three years, and is looking forward to the next big challenge when she returns to London. 

Dominika Wosik

Having graduated with an MA degree in English and American Literature in Poland, Dominika started her career in the UK commercials production industry, quickly progressing from runner, to PA and eventually to Production Manager.

 

Her utmost ambition is to support independent writers and writer/directors in creating their unique vision. She believes people like herself who have a strong passion for art-house films, as well as serious appreciation for the mainstream cinema, can help bridge the gap between the two by promoting original voices.

 

Since completing the Diploma in Script Development, while continuing to excel in production, Dominika is actively seeking opportunities as a script editor for UK production companies, as well as independent writers.

